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Atomic Number - Simply refers to the number of protons present in the atom.

Element Symbol - This is the symbol that chemical formulas or equations use to indicate that certain element.
Atomic Mass - The average mass of one atom of that element.

Columns work from left to right and element all in the same column are said to be in the same family. Here are the names which refer to the different common families:

· Alkali Metals 

· Alkaline Earths 

· Transition Elements 

· Halogens 

· Noble Gases
The alkali metals are all silver-colored except for metallic caesium, which can have a golden tint. All are soft and have low density, melting points, and boiling points. In chemical terms, all of the alkali metals react aggressively.

The alkaline earth metals are silver colored, soft metals, which react readily with halogens to form ionic salts, and with water, though not as rapidly as the alkali metals
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